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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY, MAY 22ND, 2026, IN CLIVIGER VILLAGE HALL 
 
Present: Couns M Heys (chairman) K Whittle (vice chairman), I Emo, C Towneley,  J Whittle, M Steel, J Ward, S. 

Smith, County Coun M Poulton,  Borough Coun G Theaker, nine members of the public and two 
representatives of Cliviger Cricket Club . 

 
Following the Annual Parish Meeting, which preceded the main meeting, the newly elected members of 
Cliviger Parish Council completed their declaration of acceptance forms. 
 
 
1.Code of conduct (Declaration of Interest)    .        
 
Coun Whittle, Cliviger School and Couns. Heys and Towneley, Worsthorne Estates. 
 
2.Apologies for absence 
 
Coun Brownbridge 
 
3 . Questions from residents. 
 
A request was made by an allotment holder for a skip to be provided to clear up waste left by allotment holders which 
has infringed on plots. It was agreed that the allotment committee members would visit the site to see what was 
needed. 
 
A petition signed with 119 names was received from “Friends of Overtown and Cliviger dedicated to the upkeep and 
preservation of our historic village”, which stated: We the undersigned strongly object to the use of the open space at 
Mount Lane, Overtown, Cliviger, by community groups from outside our area, causing dangerous traffic congestion 
on Mount Lane and Mount Crescent and the surrounding area, in addition to the prospect of anti social behaviour, 
litter and noise, disturbing many elderly residents living very close by this area”. 
 
Coun Afrasiab Anwar, leader of Burnley Council explained the background behind Cliviger Cricket Club, which was 
borne after St John’s CE (VA) Primary School, where he is a parent, wanted more community use of Mount Lane 
playing fields. The land is owned by Lancashire County Council, except for a small strip down the side of the Gerry 
Dawson Pavilion, which is owned, alongside the pavilion, by Cliviger Parish Council. A tri partite agreement was first 
drawn up between LCC, the parish council and Burnley Borough Council in 2023, to allow for both the playing fields 
and pavilion to be used for community use, with the school having first option on useage of the fields, with no charge 
for the pavilion, in exchange for the fields to be opened to the community. BBC agreed to take on the mowing of the 
grass from LCC for no charge and to mark out for sporting events for the school, at a charge, and also to take any 
bookings from non school groups. 
 
Coun Anwar explained a team of cricketers from outside the village had been asked to become Cliviger Cricket Club 
in a bid to bring the sport to the village, similar to what had happened in the past with other teams and the English 
Cricket Board had visited to ensure the ground and pavilion were useable. 
 
Both Cliviger Parish Council and Cliviger Cricket Club applied, and were successful in gaining funding from the Pride 
in Place fund run by the Government, the parish council awarded £20,000 to upgrade the pavilion, provide parking 
mats at the side of the pavilion and provide a teen pod. At the April meeting, the clerk had passed on the funding 
form to the author of the application, to sign and return copies to BBC and the parish council, but this appeared not to 
have been done. 
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The parish council also commissioned a report on the pavilion and set aside £2,000 for work needed, with a sub 
committee of parish councillors appointed to identify the urgent work, obtain quotes, and organise the work. Coun 
Heys said nothing had come back from the committee to the whole council, apart from a gas smart meter being 
installed, and three of the committee were no longer parish councillors. The cricket club was awarded £4,000 
towards equipment. 
 
In handing in their petition, residents expressed their concern there had been no real consultation with the residents 
and the cricket club, along with no real transparency or formal agreements between the stakeholders, and this was a 
concern considering the PIP funding given. 
 
It was agreed that a public meeting would be held at 6 p.m. on Friday, July 10

th
 in Cliviger Village Hall to give 

residents a chance to air their concerns, once these have been heard, a further decision and discussions will take 
place with the stakeholders. 
 
The school sports day has been moved to July 13

th
. 

 
4 Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
These were accepted.  
 

(a) Wall between Foxstones Lane and The Kettledrum 
 

Coun Poulton said the responsibility for maintaining the wall lay with the land owner, who had made the land stock 
proof with fencing.. 
 
(b)  Mount Lane pavilion. 
 
Dealt with in item 3.  
 
(c) United Utitilies 
 
UU to meet in early June, with Coun Heys and Couns K and J Whittle and Coun Emo for an update on proposed 
works . 
 
(d) RACA park broken gate post 
 
Coun Emo has repaired this. 
 
5.  Allotments 
 
An annual inspection before renewals will take place in June. 
 
6  Mount Lane project 
 
Dealt with in item 3. 
 
7. Councillors reports 
 
Coun Ward asked if the dog bin by the old Ninos could be relocated across the road in preparation for the new 
houses on the site and for new ones to be provided on Mount Lane as the current one is too small.. She also raised 
the issue of stony footpaths between Mount Lane and Red Lees Road by Ninos. Borough Coun Theaker to 
investigate. 
 
Coun Smith reported a broken frame on a wildlife display board and a wall falling into the field, both by Windy Bridge. 
County Coun Poulton to investigate. 
 
6 (b) Borough reports 
 
The newly elected borough councillor, Gavin Theaker was introduced. 
 
6 (c) County reports 
 
County Coun Poulton reported: 
 
 
Highways 
  

 Some of the potholes have been filled near the garage at Walk mill 

 SID sign still being deployed 

 Update repairs on Red Lees/Mount Lane imminent chasing for date conformation 



 The Calders bollards/ramp, waiting for Burnley council to agree process of outstanding requirements then 
discuss with developer, my view, it's beyond this stage and more formal enforcement is required between 
the council and developer. Suggest borough councillors meet with Laura Golledge, from Burnley council 
planning. 

 5m added to the Highways budget this year, increase brings total to 77m 

 LCC highway Facebook page launched 
  
Planning 
  

 Nothing of note. 
  
  
A.O.B 
  

 Civic pride plan launched see LCC website 

 New chairman elected Lee Hutchinson 

 A resident had asked when the grass verges would be cut. A query was put to BBC and the response from 
Greenspaces was: “These verges are owned by Lancashire County Council, however approximately 3 
years ago funding was acquired for these verges to be sown with a native wildflower mix to try and establish 
a traditional meadow type coverage for these verges, this can be a slow process with the flowers and 
grasses needing to reseed over time, leading to more wild flowers  to establish. At the time this was done I 
think some of the residents were under the impressions the verges would look just like the pictorial wild 
flower meadows we have installed within the town centres unfortunately this is not the case, We have an 
ecologist who inspects the sites, for progress. Burnley council’s GSA carried out the work and maintain the 
sites. We do cut the verges when all flowers and grasses have finished flowering and have gone to seed, 
we cut and drop the grass and leave it to dry before returning later to collect. This is normal, done mid to 
late June depending on the weather, we will then do the same again mid to late September, this process 
over years should help produce the required effect. We can organise for you to have a guided tour through 

the verges with the ecologist he can show you the progress we are making if you would like.” 

 A resident asked if the “HGV’s not suitable” sign for Mount Lane could be re looked at as the current ones 
are not very visible. Coun Poulton to report. 

. 
 
6 (d) Village hall 
 
Coun Emo said Wifi system has been sorted.  
 
6 (e) Scottish Power Benefit Fund 
 
The awards are now open, with the applications due in by May 26

th
 and the panel to meet the following week. Coun 

Steel has joined the panel. 
 
The annual due diligence form was signed by the chairman. 
 
7 Finance 
 
Out: 
 
£35.19    EON for pavilions 
£500.95– Rebecca Hay, salary and expenses  
£80.92 – Clerk’s pension contribution 
£450 – Internal audit 
£52 – Information Commissioner 
£50 – Gov UK domain 
£45.50 – Postage 
£97.14 – I Emo for chainsaw chains. 
 
 
The annual internal audit and balance sheet were agreed at the annual parish meeting held before the main meeting 
and the relevant paperwork signed off. The council also adopted the new IT policy with the clerk as Data Protection 
Officer and agreed to purchase the gov.uk domain and a formal gov.uk email for the council at a fee of £50. Extra 
parish councillor emails are £50 per email. 
 
A letter from a resident re the footpath and bridleway from the derelict Stonehouse No 4, up to the gate at Scout 
Farm was received, stating concerns over its condition. Coun Towneley to report to the National Trail. 
 
8 Correspondence 
 
PSCO Jody Hudson sent in a police report from April 14

th
 to May 21

st
, with burglaries reported at Hollins Avenue and 

Long Causeway, theft from a farm on Red Lees Road, vehicle crime in Burnley Road and Dawson Drive . 



 
Code of Conduct training run by BBC details circulated to all councillors via email. 
 
 
 
. 
9  Planning 
 

PA/2026/0199 – 326 Red Lees Road, Cliviger - Householder planning permission for 
a loft extension to existing bungalow to form dormers to the front and rear – no 
comments. 

 
 
10  Date of next meeting 
 
June 5th , 7 p.m.. in Cliviger Village Hall. The July meeting to be moved to Friday, July 10

th
. 


