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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY,SEPTEMBER 5TH, 2025, IN CLIVIGER VILLAGE HALL 
 
Present: Couns M Heys (chairman) K Whittle (vice chairman), I Emo,  C. Towneley, J.Launer, H. Ingle, B. 

Brownbridge, J Sutcliffe, County Coun. M Poulton., representatives from United Utilities and six members of 
the public. 

 
 
 
1.Code of conduct (Declaration of Interest)    .        
 
Coun Whittle on Cliviger School. 
 
2.Apologies for absence 
 
None 
 
3 Better Rivers project, United Utilities 
 
Representatives of United Utilities gave a comprehensive report on the Better Rivers project which will be 
implemented in Park Road and Honeyholme Lane and the benefits of it and the planning involved to ensure the work 
is done with minimal disruption to the community when it starts later in the year. 
Questions from local residents on potential traffic and environmental issues were discussed  and details of a trial 
pipe on September 11

th
 were shared. Mrs Denise Davies attended on behalf of her parents and said the project has 

to go through their land and no agreement has yet been reached with UU who have statutory powers protecting the 
need for work. 
 
UU representatives agreed to look into all concerns and a suggestion to provide water to the allotments as part of the 
goodwill package from the firm. 
 
The parish council has employed a specialist compensation surveyor via the parish council solicitor to discuss 
compensation which the council hope to use to improve RACA park.  
 
4 . Questions from residents. 
 
Concern was expressed over the problems caused by parked cars and bad driving on Mount Lane, with the double 
decker buses finding it difficult to negotiate the route. The parish council agreed to write to First Bus, who operate the 
service to discuss the problem and County Coun Poulton will raise possible parking restrictions with LCC highways. 
 
 
5 Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
These were accepted.  
 
(a) RACA  Park 
 
BBC has inspected the park, as they do weekly and they feel the woodchip is fine, but the timber edging around the 
perimeter of the play area is rotten and requires 2/3rds to be replaced. BBC has quotes for replacement of £3,000 for 
materials, plus labour and as BBC’s maintenance budget for 70 play areas and ball courts is only £28,000, BBC has 
asked the parish council to pay half. It was proposed the parish council in principle agree to the £1,500, using money 
from the Better Rivers project. All in agreement, with Coun Whittle opposing. Coun Ingle did not agree with BBC over 
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the wood chip and is to contact the head of greenspaces to discuss. He also raised health and safety issues over the 
gate and posts at the entrance to the park and will also discuss with greenspaces. 
  
(b) Mount Lane pavilion. 
 
The tripartite agreement has been signed by the chairman. BBC has carried out a building survey and will forward 
the report for consideration. It was agreed that a budget of £2,000 is set aside for joinery, plumbing and painting 
needed. Two quotes for each are to be sought. A smart meter appointment for the gas supply has been made for this 
month. Coun Towneley is in talks with Trees for Burnley for hedge laying lessons with an expert. 
 
 
6.  Allotments 
 
Coun Whittle said one allotment owner had given up a plot and this is to be taken up by Coun Launer, with his plot 
being filled by the waiting list, along with one other plot, following the resignation of the current user. It was agreed 
that all allotments will be assessed in June by the allotment committee and any which are not kept in a good 
condition will not have their leases renewed in August, this is to facilitate the waiting list. 
 
 
 6 (a) Councillors’ reports 
 
Coun Emo had attended the civic trust awards to collect awards on behalf of the parish council for the milestone and 
maiden cross projects. He is to meet with the contractor re installing the crosses at Mereclough gardens next week 
and the peacock trap has been removed. 
 
Coun Launer said there had been more tipping in the village and this is being monitored with BBC liasing with 
neighbouring villages to see if there is a pattern of offenders. 
 
Coun Brownbridge raised the issue of a tree which has come down on Honeyholme Lane. Coun Towneley to report. 
 
Coun Ingle asked for the promised key for RACA park pavilion to be given to Coun Richmond. He raised the issue of 
the use of the strimmer and hedge trimmers purchased by the parish council by the community andparish councillors 
and the eligibility of it. It was agreed that all users would need training and Coun Emo to contact BBC greenspaces 
for advice. 
 
 
6 (b) Borough reports 
 
Coun Launer gave details of the local government reorganisation survey and the waste transfer station. Coun 
Towneley asked for details of how rural areas will benefit from the year of culture in 2027.. 
 
 
6 (c) County reports 
 
County Coun Poulton still chasing an answer re the bollards on Red Lees Road by The Calders. 
 
He had reported the faulty illuminated sign at Mereclough and had asked for the pavement at Mount Lane and the 
footbridge at Park Road to be looked at. 
 
Details of levelling up spending in Burnley were also given and include pedestrian and cycle friendly areas in Colne 
Road and Manchester Road and real time bus information for areas who currently don’t benefit from the service. 
 
 
6 (d) Village hall 
 
The village hall is to close for repair works. 
 
6 (e) Scottish Power Benefit Fund 
 
None.. 
 
7 Finance 
 
In: £500 – allotment renewal money 
 
 
Out: 
 
£45.88   EON for pavilions 
£487– Rebecca Hay, salary and expenses  
£73.87 – Clerk’s pension contribution 
£80 – Julia Jones for planter maintenance 



£378 – PKF Littlejohn for external audit 
£150 – Howarth Galley for award framing 
£22.50 – I Emo for strimmer petrol and replacement safety triangle 
 
The external audit had been completed and signed off with no issues. 
 
 
8 Correspondence 
 
Publicity from Burnley Film Makers to go in the noticeboards. 
. 
9  Planning 
 
HOU/2025/0472 PROPOSAL: Proposed two storey rear extension with Juliet balcony. Removal of existing bay 
window and formation of an entrance doorway. Alterations to garage opening to form a singular garage door and 
office window. AT: Burnside, Honeyholme Lane, Cliviger – no comments. 
 
FUL/2025/0454 PROPOSAL: Proposed 9 dwellings with associated access and landscaping work. AT: Land And 
Premises, No 308 Red Lees Rd, Mereclough.  
 
PAD/2025/0455 PROPOSAL: Prior notification for change of use from restaurant (Class E(b)) to 7no. apartments 
(Class C3). AT: Premises At No. 308 Red Lees Rd Mereclough Burnley 
 
The development should aim to replicate the surrounding areas of Mereclough in terms of material selection and 
aesthetic appearance. Recent local developments are not in keeping with the historical architecture of the local area . 
Given the location of this proposed development this is especially critical as it is surrounded by traditional stone built 
properties. 
 
The parish council supports LCC in its comments re access and the ban on lorries using Mount Lane to access the 
site. 
 
 
11  Date of next meeting 
 
October 3

rd
, Burnley Town Hall , 7p.m. 


