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MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON FRIDAY,MAY 16

TH
, 2025, IN CLIVIGER VILLAGE HALL 

 
Present: Couns M Heys (chairman) K Whittle (vice chairman), I Emo,  C. Towneley, J. Launer, R. Brownbridge, 

County Councillor Mark Poulton, six members of the public. 
 
1.Code of conduct (Declaration of Interest)    .        
 
None. 
 
2.Apologies for absence 
 
None. 
 
3 Police report 
 
None. 
 
4 . Questions from residents. 
 
None. 
 
 
5 Minutes of the last meeting and matters arising 
 
These were accepted. Newly elected chairman, Coun. M Heys paid tribute to Coun. I Emo for his work as chairman 
of the parish council and in the community. 
 
  
 (a) Parking problems at the school 
 
Local residents attended the meeting to express their frustration and concern that parking problems persist and LCC 
appears not to be coming up with a permanent solution. Also concern an outdoor classroom is being used outside 
school hours and causing a nuisance for neighbours. County Coun. M Poulton promised to take up the case with 
LCC .  
 
 (b) Village planters 
 
The planters have been weeded and replenished with bulbs and plants, further plants to be put in once the bulbs die 
out. Couns Emo and Whittle, plus other volunteers are watering. 
 
 
(c ) Rural landrover 
 
Coun Towneley said she was still working on the project to secure a free or nominal fee Landrover for the PSCO. 
 
(d) The Calders 
 
BBC had approached Miller Homes to ask for a bin, but no response, they advised that once the estate is adopted , 
the residents can ask the council for a bin. BBC say they have no control over youngsters riding from the estate on 
their bikes and onto the main Red Lees Road. 
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6.  Allotments 
 
Coun Whittle asked if allotment users could be reminded not to park infront of residents homes. There are no parking 
restrictions to prevent the parking, but a reminder to be a good neighbour to be sent out with the August renewals. 
An updated allotments waiting list provided by Coun Whittle. 
 
6. Equipment for parish gardening projects 
 
Coun Emo requested permission to buy a new strimmer for parish gardening projects, this was agreed. Following 
concern that not all areas which need attention are being covered, Coun  Emo circulated a list of voluntary work he is 
prepared to carry out free of charge, with expenses only to cover fuel or equipment needed. The list to be circulated 
to councillors. Work not on the list and which councillors feel needs doing to be forwarded to the relevant statutory 
authority.  
 
 
7 Updating website and council proceedings and procedure 
 
Coun Towneley said the Government has introduced gov.uk websites and individual emails for parish councillors and 
said Cliviger should follow suit. The clerk advised it is not currently mandatory and any cost would have to be borne 
out by the precept payer, so this would have to be warranted. The council itself has a generic email. The clerk to 
investigate further. 
 
 8 (a) Councillors’ reports 
 
Coun Emo said a stile at Pottery Farm needed replacing. County Coun Poulton to liaise via LCC. Coun Emo raised 
issues of vandalism at RACA park and dogs without leads being allowed to run around fields with pregnant sheep in. 
 
Concerns over safety due to wire on the footbridge between Park Road and Broad Ing was raised.  
 
Coun Launer said he had organised for the hedge to be cut at Mount Crescent. The problems of the bus service in 
the village was raised, the timetable and frequency and route has caused confusion. Coun Launer said a community 
bus was needed and more funding from LCC. Coun Launer also raised the problems of speeding on Park Road into 
the estate. County Coun. Poulton to raise. 
 
Coun Towneley to open up the pavilion for the school sports day on May 20

th
. 

 
Coun Heys raised concerns of chemical tipping at the Bacup Road tip, County Coun Poulton to raise with LCC. 
 
8 (b) Borough reports 
 
Coun Emo raised issues of pot holes on Mount Lane and Greencliffe Lane. County Coun Poulton to raise with LCC. 
 
 
9 (c) County reports 
 
County Coun Poulton paid tribute to the work of his predecessor, Cosima Towneley and said LCC is currently in 
political transition. 
 
9 (d) Village hall 
 
Coun Emo gave details of woodworm treatment in the hall. Wifi is now available in the village hall. 
 
6 (e) Scottish Power Benefit Fund 
 
The fund is now open for applications and the panel will meet on June 6

th
 to decide the applications. Local residents 

requested batteries for a defibrillator at Overtown and a new defibrillator at Mereclough. Coun Towneley agreed to fill 
in the paperwork for funding. 
 
10 Finance 
 
 
Out: 
 
£460– Rebecca Hay, salary and expenses  
£73.87 – Clerk’s pension contribution 
£30 – printer cartridge 
£35.10 – EON for pavilions 
£500 – Repayment to main account from SPR for Limersgate renovation. 
£52 – Information Commissioners. 
£415 – Internal audit. 
£310 – J Jones for planters. 



£20 – I Emo for petrol for strimmer and toilet rolls for RACA park. 
£33.13 – British Gas for Gerry Dawson pavilion. 
£71.66 – Waterplus for Gerry Dawson pavilion. 
 
The annual internal audit was agreed, along with the annual governance information. 
 
 
11 Correspondence 
 
BBC’s legal department had raised a code of conduct investigation following the words Emo, which had been spelled 
out in daffodils on the embankment between Sunnyfield Avenue and Leaverholme. There had been a complaint this 
had flowered during election time in 2024 and this breached the code of conduct. To resolve the complaint, Coun 
Emo offered a public apology at the parish council meeting and agreed to change the flower bed to ensure the word 
Emo is not visible in future flowering seasons. 
 
. 
12 Planning 
 
 
FUL/2025/0214 PROPOSAL: Change of use of the land to residential garden land, taking it within the curtilage of the 
property, and the levelling of the site and construction of a storage shed and path to the neighbouring dwelling. AT: 

Land Adjacent To 14 Mereclough -.no comments. 
 
 FUL/2025/0254 PROPOSAL: Erection of dwelling with attached single garage AT: Land Adjacent To Fighting Cocks 

(Nino's) Long Causeway, Mereclough - object on following grounds: A pond was indicated on old maps.  Have 
investigations been made as this could have ramifications for the houses lower down if there is a water course under 
ground. Application is on a dangerous bend in the road.  Site lines for the traffic could be obstructed in both 
directions.The application will also generate more traffic coming off site.Concern the application will take natural  light 
from nearby properties. 
The applicants attended the meeting and confirmed all the issues raised had been addressed by them with Burnley 
planners and LCC highways and asked for the parish council to withdraw its objections. Councillors agreed that as 
the comments had been submitted to the council via residents, they could not be withdrawn. 
 
HOU/2025/0285 PROPOSAL: Single-storey pitch roof rear extension. AT: 20 Mount Crescent, Cliviger – no 
comments. 
 
13 Date of next meeting 
 
June 6th,  Cliviger Village Hall , 7p.m. 


